A Spotlight on JTHS Disadvantaged Students – 2020
John Taylor High School’s main approaches to supporting disadvantaged students for 2020-21
John Taylor has made use of the EEF’s 3-tiered model to outline our main approaches to supporting our
disadvantaged students:
1. Teaching (E.g. pedagogical strategies and CPD)
2. Targeted academic support (E.g. Core subject mentors, use of AI technology, such as CenturyTech)
3. Wider strategies (E.g. well-being and equity, attendance and behaviour)
“There are many factors that cause and influence the underachievement of disadvantaged
students…However, simple and sustainable changes to classroom practice are within our
control and they can make a genuine difference.” Andy Tharby
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Very simply – what is good teaching and learning for the progress of
disadvantaged students is good for the progress of all our students.
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Therefore, key T&L strategies include:
➢ Know your disadvantaged students
➢ Use metacognitive talk (refer to CPD)
➢ Modelling e.g. I do, we do, you do’
➢ Questioning e.g. cold calling
➢
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Know your students and use simple strategies first,
more frequently and in greater depth.
Utilise cold
calling
techniques and
make sure you
ask your
disadvantaged
students

The National Picture and Key Messages

https://epi.org.uk/publicationsand-research/education-inengland-annual-report-2020/

Post-16 Destinations Gap

Check the profiles of your teaching groups and disadvantaged students.
Considering the graph above, who is now under your spotlight more?

At JTHS - It is more than a comparison between disadvantaged and non-disadvantaged
P8 scores. Attainment matters too, as it enables students to access the next stages in
education. If your dept P8 score is +0.3 for disadvantaged then you are doing really, really
well, but if the disadvantaged are achieving grade 3s then we are limiting their life
chances. Grades 4 and 5s open so many more windows of opportunity.

https://educationendow
mentfoundation.org.uk/
covid-19resources/guide-tosupporting-schoolsplanning/

