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The homework debate….

“The homework question is particularly interesting because students 
generally accept that their educational experiences will include homework, 
while parents, educators and decision-makers nonetheless routinely take 

sides on the issue”

Canadian Council of Learning, 2009

Parents and decision makers are often more interested in 
homework than any other aspect of education due to the 

degree of involvement and stress it can put on family/home 
time.



What do you think the purpose/point of homework 
should be?





What does the research say?



John Hattie – Visible Learning

Meta-analysis of 161 studies involving 
100,000 students:

- Effect size of 0.29 (small) meaning that 
there was a 21% chance that setting 
homework will make a positive difference

- However when only focusing on secondary 
schools the effect size increases to 0.64 – 
this would be considered to be an 
“excellent” effect size.



EEF Homework Primary

• Low impact for very low cost, based on limited evidence

• Overall homework in primary schools does not apprear to lead to large 
increases in learning

EEF Homework Secondary
• Moderate impact for very low cost, based on limited evidence

• Average 5 months of additional progress



How effective is homework at secondary school?
Relatively consistent picture that pupils in schools which give more homework 

perform better, and therefore teachers should retain homework as an 
instructional strategy to increase achievement (EEF/CCOL)



“The evidence shows that the 
impact of homework, on average, is 

five months' additional progress. 
However, beneath this average 

there is a wide variation in 
potential impact, suggesting that 

how homework is set is likely to be 
very important.” (EEF)

Type Frequency Length Feedback



Primary Homework – what is the issue?

Research indicates that at primary school homework 
setting has minimal impact on student outcomes. It is 
theorised this is because younger children have 
generally less well developed study habits and are 
unable to ignore irrelevant information/distractions in 
their home environment (Ronning, 2011)

Parental support -  a help or a 
hinderance?

Ronning, 2011 – disadvantaged students
Xu and Corno, 2003 – no difference in achievement
Van  Voorhis –completion and grades increased



What should we consider when setting homework at primary age?

While the evidence supporting the setting of homework at primary is inconclusive regarding 
positive impacts, there is no evidence to suggest that it has negative impacts.

Importantly homework setting at primary school can help develop student resilience, develop 
learning/study habits and foster enthusiasm for subjects.



What does effective homework look like? What should homework include?



What does effective homework look like?

• Short and focused intervention – i.e. specific task 
or project connected with a particular element of 
learning (some studies = 8 months progress – EEF)

• Benefits more modest with routine setting of 
homework (2-3 months progress)

• Homework must be an integral part of learning – 
not a bolt on.

• To maximise impact students should receive 
feedback on homework – does not mean every bit 
of homework needs to be marked.

• NOT homework for the sake of homework!



Tom Sherrington – Teacher Head – Setting Great Homework  (based on the findings 
of John Hattie)

“we have an 
important role in 
setting up 
activities for 
students, so that 
this in between 
lesson time is 
used as 
constructively as 
possible”



Mode A vs Mode B
Mode A homework:

• Homework should give students opportunities for extended practice

• Enable them to improve their fluency and confidence

• Support deeper and fluent recall/retrieval

• This should form the staple of your homework diet

Mode B Homework:

• Homework should increase capacity for independent learning, exploration 
of their subject and preparation for future learning

• Importantly this needs to be scaffolded and structured



Active engagement….

Canadian Council on learning – 
“homework that increases active 
student engagement with tasks 
likely boosts achievement. 
Therefore a metacognitive 
component where students must 
think about their own learning 
may an important part of this 
engagement”



Other practices we can embed into our homework provision

• Vocabulary (tier 2 and 3) instruction

• Spaced Practice

• Retrieval Practice

• Whole class feedback

• Purposeful Practice – i.e. GCSE exam questions



Retrieval Practice

Spaced 
Practice

Metacognition and 
Self-Efficacy

Tier 2 and 3 vocab instruction 
– avoiding common pitfalls

Feedback (whole class, 
individual, discussion)

4 Principles:
Embed, Apply, 

Improve, 
Extend



Homework & Vocabulary Instruction

• Homework can be used to develop student vocabulary and pre-teach key 
tier 2 and 3 vocabulary prior to students being exposed to this in lessons.

• This should not just be a list of spellings/definitions to learn as this as 
effort/completion of this is hard to monitor.

• Use evidence informed vocabulary instruction practices such as the Frayer 
Model and Stem/Test sentence or Images (STI’s)

• More effective is vocabulary (especially tier 2) is linked to current learning 
in class





Homework and Retrieval Pratice

Homework provides a great opportunity to encourage retrieval practice 
through factual recall tests, knowledge organiser use or dual coding tasks.

The added bonus of these is that they are generally very quick to mark or can 
be marked as a whole class.



Homework and Spaced Practice

The spacing effect refers to the practice of placing a temporal gap between study sessions 
before restudying or retesting; this increases the likelihood of information being remembered in 
the future (Cepeda et al)

While this can be difficult to embed into lesson time and curriculum due to time demands 
(especially at KS4/5), homework provides an opportunity to space student practice

Wb 
20/01

Wb 
27/02

Wb 03/02 Wb 10/02 Wb 24/02 Wb 02/03

Class Topic 1 Topic 2 Topic 3

Home
work

Homework 
on topic 1

Homework 
on topic 1

Homework 
on Topic 2

Homework 
on Topic 2



Homework and Metacognition

Metacognition - is about the ways learners 
plan, monitor, evaluate and direct their own 

learning. 
“THINKING ABOUT THINKING”



Homework can be used to explore students metacognitive thinking and planning



Homework – application and purposeful practice

• Homework can be used to support a sustained effort in improving an area 
for development identified in formative and summative assessment – for 
example Citizenship 6 mark questions on the reasons for why people 
migrate to the UK.



Feedback – “for the impact of homework to be maximised students must receive 
high quality feedback on their work”



High quality feedback does not  necessarily 
mean you marking every piece of homework 
given to you…..

• Short answer/closed questions/MCQ for 
retrieval.

• Non marked tasks – ie dual coding

• Self assessment – blank knowledge 
organiser completion

• Whole class feedback

• Mark an example live using a visualiser

• Set a manageable number of longer 
answer questions



Key questions to consider

• What is the purpose of the homework you set?

• How does this homework link to the learning in the class room?

• Is your homework provising opportunities for retrieval/spaced/deliberate 
practice?

• Does your homework occasionally give students the opportunity to 
explore the subject?

• Does your homework support students (and their parents) in developing 
desirable learning/study habits?

• Do students receive feedback on the homework set? If yes, how do you 
ensure this is sustainable?
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