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I am proud that I have been a teacher for over 30 years and that 

throughout my career I have taught across the primary phase in all year 

groups. For many of these years I have been a Senior Leader at Underwood 

West Academy, having a varied role which has included being a member 

of school’s SEND team as the Inclusion Manager – lead behaviour and 

attendance professional. In addition, I am a qualified Inclusion Assessor, 

Nurture group practitioner and I have been a lead SEAL professional, and 

currently I am a Specialist Leader for Education in behaviour. Most recently, 

I was a member of the expert panel on the EEF Improving Behaviour 

Guidance Report. This role further developed my interest and practice in 

using informed research to develop teaching and learning practices.  

 

As an experienced class and Nurture group teacher, I have an expertise in 

children’s Social, Emotional and Mental Health and behaviour 

management. For many years I have managed a Nurture group for 

children with SEMH needs. These children have had significant and 

complex learning needs and/or challenging behaviours. I have always 

shown a desire, commitment and drive to meet the needs of the children I 

teach by removing any barriers to learning. Behaviour management and 

social, emotional learning can be challenging for staff to implement, but 

my belief is that it is central to our role as teachers to ensure children are 

taught learning behaviours so as to maximise their time at school and to 

give them the best possible chances for their future lives.  

 

Crucial to my role has been advising and developing policy, protocols and 

practice not only in my own setting but with a variety of agencies and with 

colleagues from both primary and secondary schools. I am dedicated to 

supporting all colleagues and this is one of the aspects of my role I most 

thrive in.  



CurrentIy, I am leading and developing metacognition and retrieval 

practices at UWA. I am fascinated in research evidence and have become 

passionate in teaching children to ‘think about their thinking’ so that they 

become independent learners and in teaching children strategies to help 

them with their retention and learning. It is rewarding to see children grow 

in confidence and in themselves as learners.  

 

I relish this opportunity to undertake an ELE role for Aspirer and I am 

enthusiastic to share research evidence together with my knowledge, 

practice and expertise to maximise best practice for all of our children so 

that they can access a full, engaging and appropriate curriculum so that 

they can be the best they can be and achieve their full potential. 

 


