
 
 
 

Pie Corbett has been as busy as ever since schools 
closed, providing support with home learning teachers 
and parents.  In an interview for St Matthew’s, Kathryn 
Morgan, from Ambition Institute, asked what advice he 
could share with us. 

 
 

1.  What are your top 3 home-learning tips and why? 
 
Children will be missing school, their friends and teachers. The inexplicable 
has occurred and they are caught in the midst of a plague, trapped inside with 
all the obvious pressures. So what should we be providing? Children can 
always catch up with academic learning but the inevitable trauma from the 
lockdown may haunt some for years; well-being, creativity and story should be 
foremost.  
 

a. Provide satisfying work that the children can do, that is engaging 
and entertaining:  launch dragons, build marble sorting machines, 
make mini fact booklets! 

 

b. Too much screen-time is not good for anyone: online sessions with 
a teacher should be comforting and kept to about 20 minutes, followed 
by off-screen tasks. Many schools also use home-school workbooks or 
packs.  

 

c. Provide an audience for children’s work: photos can be sent, blogs 
used and responded to, providing feedback from the teacher and 
classmates. Keep in touch with parents so that they feel supported. 

 
2. Talk for Writing, like many other organisations, have kindly 

produced a wealth of resources to support home learning. 
What’s the best way of maximising the impact of these? 

 
a. Choose the materials you want the children to use with care. 

There seems no point in bombarding parents with too many 
options. Daily exercise and art, in its broadest sense, are 
important. Try and select what you think your class will enjoy. 
 

b. Make sure that your suggestions are NOT just on-screen. In 
an ideal world, this would be a time for children doing cooking, 
drawing, model making, blowing bubbles, mucking about with 
playdough, reading comics and every book in a well-loved series. 
 

c. At Talk for Writing we have created free English home-school 
workbooks. All the teacher has to think about is what level of support 
children will need: https://www.talk4writing.co.uk/covid-19/ 



 
3. You’ve also been involved with daily Radio Blogging. Can you tell 

us more about this and how it supports home learning? 
 
RadioBlogging.net is a daily, free, interactive English show. It features 
language games, creative writing and reading response with a daily 
guest poet or author. A team of teachers respond to the children’s 
writing. The show can be heard at any time of the day and all are 
archived. The show is great fun and yet has the very serious purpose 
of using language, poetry and story to help children come to terms with 
their experience. 
 

 
 

4. Despite these being challenging times, there is some very good 
practice taking place. What do you hope we can take forward from 
this context into the future? 

 
This has forced us to come to terms with the possibilities that 
technology, the internet and online learning offers. Used judiciously in 
lessons, this new and growing confidence could benefit education 
immensely. Every class really should have a blog. 
 

https://radioblogging.net/

