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EEF Remote Learning Rapid Evidence 
Assessment (April 2020) – Click here

Examined existing research (from 60 
systematic reviews and meta-
analyses*) 

Considering approaches that schools 
could use, or have used, to support 
remote learning.

*not conducted in relation to a Covid 
pandemic. 

Drawing on the Recommendations and Evidence Base

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/digitalTech/EEF_Digital_Technology_Guidance_Report.pdf
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/Covid-19_Resources/Remote_learning_evidence_review/Remote_Learning_Rapid_Evidence_Assessment.pdf
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The Recommendations and Evidence Base
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More effective remote learning models contain the following ingredients and core features:  

• Features of good teaching in the classroom are the same for remote or distance learning and need to be 

included in plans, tasks and learning e.g. clear explanations, scaffolding and feedback, regardless of the 

method of teaching (live or pre-recorded delivery)

• Worked examples help to reduce cognitive load by allowing pupils to focus on small ‘chunks’ in learning

• Peer interactions can motivate pupils and improve outcomes (including sharing models of good work, 

live discussions of content and peer feedback), most notably with older students 

• Prompt & model metacognition and self-regulation - Prompt pupils to reflect on their work or to 

consider the strategies they have used/will use if they get stuck, have been highlighted as valuable and 

most likely to benefit disadvantaged pupils when made explicit (e.g. checklists and strategies, 

metacognitive talk)    

• A lack of technology and technological literacy is a barrier to successful remote instruction, particularly 

for disadvantaged students.

EEFs Rapid Evidence Assessment for Remote learning, April 2020. 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/news/eef-publishes-new-review-of-evidence-on-remote-learning/


Staffordshire Research School 
Improving Mathematics in KS2 & KS3 

Using Digital Technology Guidance Report Recommendations

Staffordshire Research School 
Using Digital Tech to Improve Learning & Remote Learning 

EEF Guidance Report – Click here

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/public/files/Publications/digitalTech/EEF_Digital_Technology_Guidance_Report.pdf
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The fundamentals of 
effective teaching…
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Click here to read Josh Goodrich’s blog for the Staffordshire Research School 

Josh Goodrich, Teaching and Learning lead for the Oasis Schools trust. 
and CEO of Powerful Action Steps and steplab.

“Remote teaching is still teaching. But, it’s teaching where some of the 
key elements of effective practice are hugely amplified while others are 
quietened, some completely muted. To teach effectively online, we 
need to focus all our attention on lesson design and pedagogy that 
targets the amplified principles.”

The common ground?

https://researchschool.org.uk/staffordshire/news/training-at-altitude-improving-teaching-during-and-after-lockdown/
https://powerfulactionsteps.education/
https://steplab.co/


Staffordshire Research School…where evidence informs T&L

Source: Staffordshire Research School

This PPT is 
about using 
digital tech 

tools to 
support the 

delivery of well 
planned 
lessons 

The evidence 
of using digital 

tech is 
anchored in 
pedagogy & 

cognitive 
science, not 

specific online 
tools.
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The following suggestions are online tools that may 
support teachers to achieve the evidence-based 

recommendations relating to effective planning and 
pedagogy…

The tools do not have an evidence-based themselves for 
being the most effective methods… 

but they may help!

Staffordshire Research School 
Using Digital Tech to Improve Learning & Remote Learning 



#Take Away 1

https://diagnosticquestions.com/
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Purpose

• Recall of Knowledge
• Generating ideas
• Developing questions
• Identifying Gaps
• Unpicking the 

learning
• Metacognition/ 

Scaffolding

https://diagnosticquestions.com/


#Take Away 2 

Assessing – checking for misconceptions using a free live polling/survey tool.
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Assessing – checking 
for misconceptions. 
Simplest way…select a 
student to teach a key 
concept back to the 
class to start the next 
lesson. 

Misconceptions

https://www.mentimeter.com/

https://www.mentimeter.com/


#Take Away 3
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https://spiral.ac/

Purpose 
• Assessing 
• Identifying 

misconceptions
• Visual thinking 

/engagement
• Triggers for 

feedback and 
discussion 

https://spiral.ac/


#Take Away 4
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Retrieval Practice

Recall Activities 
Purpose
• Low stakes testing
• Questioning & 

feedback 
• Interleaving 
• Spaced practice

Database on Retrieval Practice studies/research 
collated by 

https://www.retrievalpractice.org/retrievalpractice
access it here: 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IiuaWuGO
AD9EDv61s-

fZKGzilzOhxr8lzjcEw1zyeFI/edit#gid=1459429581

https://www.retrievalpractice.org/retrievalpractice
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1IiuaWuGOAD9EDv61s-fZKGzilzOhxr8lzjcEw1zyeFI/edit#gid=1459429581


#Take Aways 5a, b, and c
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Assessment 

Whiteboards Edpuzzle

https://edpuzzle.com/content

Online Quiz

https://quizizz.com/jamboard.google.com

Embed key questions into YouTube or 
other for engagement and to check 

understanding before moving on

https://edpuzzle.com/content
https://quizizz.com/
https://quizizz.com/
http://jamboard.google.com/


#Take Away 6 
Assessing – checking for misconceptions using
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https://nearpod.com/login

Misconceptions

https://nearpod.com/login


#Take Away 7 

Purpose 
• Modelling Metacognitive talk 
• Scaffolding (I, we, you do) 
• Assessing 
• Peer interactions (REA) 
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https://teacher.desmos.com/

Modelling

https://student.desmos.com/join/5srezx

https://teacher.desmos.com/
https://student.desmos.com/join/5srezx


#Take Away 8

A free survey site that allows a 
card sorting option (for 20 
cards) into categories that can 
then be ranked. Captures 
individual student responses. 

Purpose 
• Assessing 
• Identifying misconceptions
• Interactive thinking 
• Triggers for feedback and 

discussion 
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Assessment

https://www.uxtweak.com/

https://www.uxtweak.com/


#Take Away 8

A free site that provides 
student and class 
whiteboards. Works with all 
devices. As a teacher see all 
your students' whiteboards 
in real time, so you can 
follow their progress, while 
the students only see their 
own whiteboard and the 
teacher's. Student join 
using a link or code. 
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Assessment

https://whiteboard.fi/
Purpose 
• Assessing 
• Identifying misconceptions
• Modelling & scaffolding
• Triggers for feedback and discussion

https://whiteboard.fi/


#Take Away 9 

Purpose
• Organising thinking (graphically) 
• Efficiency (structured learning/a 

degree of scaffolding) 
• Appropriate resource selection 
• Independent reading
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An online pinboard, collaboration 
and potential assessment tool. 

Collaboration



EEF Research & Evidence Guidance Report References Library

https://researchschool.org.uk/staffordshire/news/eef-guidance-report-reference-library/

•14 EEF Guidance Reports and Pupil Premium booklet (including Digital Technology) 
•Over 760 direct links to the research sources from all EEF guidance reports– all in one place 

#Take Away 10 
Free Padlet page from the Staffordshire Research School . 

https://researchschool.org.uk/staffordshire/news/eef-guidance-report-reference-library/
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The Evidence base is in the Cognitive Science…
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Technology may help, but it is not the fix – thorough planning for how students 
learn is the best bet for high quality remote teaching. 

You can improve your delivery via technology, but you can still be delivering poor 
quality lessons and weak learning experiences. 

Engagement can be a bad proxy for learning. 
Plan for learning first, find the digital tool after (not vice versa)!  



Nathan Morland                         Mark Millinchip 

n.morland@jths.co.uk

Regular updates & Newsletter  -
https://researchschool.org.uk/staffordshire/news/newsletter/

@JTSTaffsRSch

M.Millinchip@eda.staffs.sch.uk
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