
The WORD WISE 
approach

Word Identification
Identify high utility words from the curriculum – consider usefulness 
for reading, writing, talk and making links to previous or new learning

•	 Tier 1 -  basic words commonly used in spoken language
•	 Tier 2 -  high frequency words that are found across 

contexts - will enhance reading/writing/talk
•	 Tier 3 - words that appear in specific subjects or fields of study

•	 Use the words. Revisit regularly throughout the year
•	 Notice, highlight and acknowledge when pupils use the 

words well independently in real life contexts
•	 Reviewing words helps words fix into long term memory
•	 Share the words with adults at home
•	 Encourage parents and children to use the words at home

Encounter

•	 Practical application in context 
•	 Collaborative activities
•	 Teach one another
•	 Adults and pupils use the word many times in different contexts
•	 Investigations 
•	 Reinforce, connect and make links throughout the day
•	 Play games/low stakes quizzes/competitions

Spark Interest

•	 Pre-empt and pre-teach difficult language to be encountered
•	 Tell pupils what words mean - don’t play the guessing game
•	 Phonology: Clap, rhyme, initial sound
•	 Morphemic analysis – dissect the word (base/prefix/suffix) 
•	 Context clues – clarifying strategies
•	 Experience it: Do it. Feel it. See it. Hear it. Taste it. Smell it.
•	 Song or rap
•	 Write it on the working wall
•	 Include selected words in mentor texts
•	 Follow the SHADES sequence

Instruct
Spotlight on developing oral language4
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SHADES
A teaching sequence that illuminates vocabulary! 

See it -  
Establish visual recognition
Introduce the word in its written form to help 
pupils recognise and remember it.

• Show the word clearly on the board or screen.
• Encourage pupils to look closely at the 

spelling and shape of the word.

Hear it-  
Tune in to pronunciation and context
Provide accurate pronunciation alongside clear  
definitions and examples.

• Say the word several times so pupils can hear it  
spoken fluently.

• Share a few short definitions and example 
sentences using the word in context.

Exercise it-  
Use the word aloud in context
Promote active use of the word in spoken language  
and creative tasks.

• Pupils say a sentence aloud using the word. 
• Practise, refine and repeat in small groups or pairs.
• Act out the word to deepen 

understanding through movement.

Scribe or Sketch it- 
Reinforce meaning through writing  
or drawing
Encourage written or visual expression of the  
word’s meaning.

• Pupils write a sentence using the word accurately.

• Pupils draw a simple sketch or doodle to 
represent the word’s meaning.

Define it-  
Check for understanding
Ask pupils to explain the meaning in their own words.

• Pupils share a definition with a partner, 
putting it into their own words.

• Encourage them to rephrase it rather than recite.

Articulate it-  
Build confidence in saying the word
Support pupils to pronounce the word correctly and fluently.

• Say it together as a class (choral repetition).

• Use call-and-response to echo 
the word multiple times.


