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What is the difference 
between summative 

and formative 
assessment?
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Formative Assessment

Formative assessment is the on-going 
assessment of small chunks of the 
curriculum, to find out what students know 
and understand in order to inform teaching 
and planning.
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Summative Assessment

The occasional assessment of larger chunks 
of the curriculum to provide valid and, 
as far as possible, reliable information 
about student learning and performance. 
For most subjects this takes the form of test 
and would involve the assigning of a 
grade. 
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Dylan Wiliam

“Assessment is the bridge between 
teaching and learning”
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https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/2366135/The%20Four%20Pillars%20of%
20Assessment.pdf 

https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/2366135/The%20Four%20Pillars%20of%20Assessment.pdf
https://f.hubspotusercontent30.net/hubfs/2366135/The%20Four%20Pillars%20of%20Assessment.pdf
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Dylan Wiliam

“When formative assessment practices are 
integrated into the minute-by-minute and 
day-by-day classroom activities of teachers, 
substantial increases in student achievement – of 
the order of a 70 to 80 per cent increase in the 
speed of learning are possible.”
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Formative

Summative
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Professor Becky Allen

“Teacher accountability 
is the enemy of 
inference.”
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Connection between 
assessment and 

curriculum/teaching

Formative 
assessment 

takes priority. 

Assessment in two layers
Formative – 
ongoing, 
ungraded and 
focused on 
smaller chunks 
of the 
curriculum.

Summative – 3 
times per year.  
Knowledge 
included will build 
cumulatively 
through the year.

Attainment over progress

Standardisation

Useful data
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● Quizzes
● Multi-choice questions
● Reading or observing student work (either during 

or after a lesson)
● Breaking a complex task down into 

several component parts and assessing one part at 
a time.

● Spelling and vocabulary tests
● Filling in blank knowledge organisers
● Written plans
● Questioning
● Formative use of summative assessments
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jcrane16@durring.com
research@durring.com 

@MrCranePE
@DurringResearch

https://researchschool.org.uk/durrington/
https://classteaching.wordpress.com/

mailto:jcrane16@durring.com
mailto:cruneckles1@durring.com
https://researchschool.org.uk/durrington/
https://classteaching.wordpress.com/

